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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

New York City Coundi
The Community Safety Act
Intro 1079 and Intro 1080

L199SEIU United Healthcare Workers Fast represents 250,000 health care workers In New
York City hospitals mental health fscdlties nursing homes research institutions, not for profit
organizations, and home care agencies We also represent another 150.000 workers across
New York State, Florida, Maryland, the District of Columbia, New Jersey and Massachusetts.
to ensure effective pollung and to protect the civil rights of New Yorkers, we strongly support
and urge the swift passage of the Community Safe Act, Intro 1079 and Intro 1080.

Stitistics show that Stop Question nd Frisk stops are not bised on resonable suspicion and
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3w hat already ban ra MI profilin° Both I itro ar newer ersions of e arl cr b Ils avis a to
addresb concerns raised by many including eliminating claims of individual officer liability in
Jisparate Impact laims As a result of the revisions, both bills are greatlg improved

Communities are told they must relinquish their rights in the name of public safety There are
some In the City Council that believe this is true However the fact is that massive expansion
and npc. icntatior f’he Stop Qurstior ardrrskpn ram e utd a’g e ut t £
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Most police officers lo a superb job of protecting our City at great personal risk But Stop
Question and Frisk abu*s have reated adverse impacts to residents of too many
communities The Department cm do better but their refusal over time to address the
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We must consider that people arrested for minor offenses, regardless of race, face untold

consequences and repercussions including loss of wages and possibly employment; inability to
secure student loans, professional licensure or housing; loss of child custody; and can even

face deportation. Further, this misuse of resources adversely impacts Criminal Court calendars
which become bottlenecked with large numbers of minor offense cases that must then be
prosecuted. In addition to being costly, Stop, Question and Frisk is ineffective and diverts

precious resources while reporting a 99% failure rate in gun retrieval T!ntenjtog
qpns off the streets yet occordingjo NYPI? statisticsJewer than t%_oJ stops yJf4gjs

The practice is pervasive in minority communities, and is viewed as so offensive that the state
legislature is moving closer to decriminalizing possssion of small amounts of marijuana in
public view and the City faces the potential of having an independent monitor imposed by the
Court in a pending federal class action case. We believe that appointing an Inspector General
to oversee the N /PD would be a critic al step towards improving transparency, providing a
proachve nechani m for versr ht ar d [egin to rebuild ommur’ity tr ast r the NYPD
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despite existing laws Statistics show that Black and Latinos are subject to 9 out of every 10
tops, and are much more likely to be stopped than Whites including within predominantly

4Vhite comrlurities NYPD data also indicates that 83 of all peron stopped n 2011 were
either Black or Latino although they only m ake up 520o of the population These numbers are
sufficiently egregious to warrant passage of the Community Safety Act without delay
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stops have resuftrd in the erosion f a mutually cc peceful relationship between communities
and polie officers who risk their Ii es evc’rv day to protect them thus nakinia those civ
ommunit es less ate That relatonshrp nust be restore I Courtesy Profess onalism and


