
 

 

October 30, 2017 

 

Council Member Antonio Reynoso 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Council Member Ritchie Torres 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

 

 

Dear Council Members Reynoso and Torres: 

 

Passage of the Right to Know Act cannot be delayed any longer.  We write to urge that you take action 

to pass or discharge the Right to Know Act in its strongest form, by the November 16 City Council 

Stated Meeting. With only two months and a handful of Council Stated Meetings left in the legislative 

session, it is time to bypass any political obstruction blocking the Right to Know Act and ensure these 

important protections are passed into law. The November 16 Stated Meeting represents the latest possible 

date for the City Council to pass the bills with enough time to override any potential veto by the mayor 

during the current legislative session. We are calling on you, as lead sponsors of the Right to Know Act, 

to take whatever actions necessary to ensure that coalition-supported bills are either passed or discharged 

by the November 16, 2017 City Council Stated meeting.   

 

It has been over five years since these bills were first introduced, over three years in the current Council 

session, and more than a year since the failed administrative agreement that sought to torpedo them. There 

is little time left to ensure passage of strong bills in the current session. The Right to Know Act has long 

had the votes to pass.  A majority of your colleagues in the Council are co-sponsors and ardent 

supporters of the bills. In spite of fierce opposition, including from police unions and the NYPD, the 

coalition of over 200 groups from across the city and nation has continued to build broad support for the 

Right to Know Act. These bills are the most effective action the City Council can take to change 

many of the most frequent problematic police interactions New Yorkers have with NYPD officers. 

They are practical solutions to the habitual police abuses experienced by communities most impacted by 

police misconduct. The Right to Know Act’s common-sense policy objectives have been endorsed as 

sound by President Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing – consisting of police commissioners, 

law enforcement officials and community leaders – and the Council’s own Young Women’s Initiative. 

Faith leaders, over 130 feminist leaders and organizations from New York and around the country, and so 

many other New Yorkers and advocates have demanded the immediate passage of the Right to Know Act. 

Our communities have been left without its protections for far too long, and it is time that you take 

action to make these bills law. 

 

The coalition of over 200 organizations that supports passage of the Right to Know Act has sought to give 

you, as lead legislative sponsors, the time and space to get these bills through the Council. We have 

always been willing to work in partnership to negotiate the substance of the bills with relevant 

stakeholders and to seek reasonable compromise, while remaining steadfast that any final legislation not 

be stripped of important protections for our communities. That is why we so strenuously opposed the 

administrative agreement of 2016 – it gutted so much of the substance of the legislation, in addition to 

failing to back it up with the force of law. While we have privately advocated for a discharge of the bills 

onto the floor since the 2016 administrative agreement, we allowed you time to attempt to negotiate the 

bills towards a vote in the Council. During that period, we focused on strengthening support for the bills, 



 

 

adding dozens of organizations as endorsers and multiple council members as co-sponsors. Yet now, with 

only two months left in the Council’s legislative session, these common-sense reforms have not been 

passed. 

 

As always, we remain supportive of your taking action to ensure that a coalition-supported Right to Know 

Act is passed into law, as you have publicly pledged to do on repeated occasions. Our communities 

cannot afford further delays that leave us without its protections and in an increasingly weaker negotiating 

position as time and the ability to pass strong bills into law lapse. We urge you to demonstrate 

leadership by taking swift action now, passing coalition-supported Right to Know Act bills or a 

discharge vote on such bills by the November 16 Council Stated Meeting. We look forward to 

continuing to work in partnership with you to pass the Right to Know Act into law.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Communities United for Police Reform 

 

Family Members of New Yorkers Killed by NYPD 

 

Iris Baez, mother of Anthony Baez (killed by NYPD in 1994) 

Hawa Bah, mother of Mohamed Bah (killed by NYPD in 2012) 

Valerie Bell, mother of Sean Bell (killed by NYPD in 2006) 

Gwen Carr, mother Eric Garner (killed by NYPD in 2014) 

Victoria Davis, sister of Delrawn Small (killed by NYPD in 2016) 

Kadiatou Diallo, mother of Amadou Diallo (killed by NYPD in 1999) 

Natasha Duncan, sister of Shantel Davis (killed by NYPD in 2012) 

Carol Gray, mother of Kimani Gray (killed by NYPD in 2013) 

Joyce Huang, sister of Yong Xin Huang (killed by NYPD in 1995) 

Constance Malcolm, mother of Ramarley Graham (killed by NYPD in 2012) 

Hertencia Peterson, aunt of Akai Gurley (killed by NYPD in 2014) 

Chie Oyamada, mother of Ryo Oyamada (killed by NYPD in 2013) 

Tsukasa Oyamada, father of Ryo Oyamada (killed by NYPD in 2013) 

Tomoko Suzuki, sister of Ryo Oyamada (killed by NYPD in 2013) 

Kaoru Takano, sister of Ryo Oyamada (killed by NYPD in 2013) 

 

Organizations 

 

Act Local 

Adhikaar for Human Rights  

Advocacy Institute 

Alliance for Quality Education 

Amnesty International USA 

Arab American Association of New York 

Arab-American Family Support Center 

Association of Legal Aid Attorneys – UAW Local 2325  

Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice 

Audre Lorde Project 

Best Practices Policy Project 

Black Lives Matter NYC 

Brandworkers 



 

 

Brooklyn Anti-Gentrification Network 

The Bronx Defenders 

Bronx Freedom Fund 

Brooklyn Defender Services 

Brooklyn Movement Center 

Brotherhood/Sister Sol 

BYP100, NYC 

CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities 

Campaign Zero 

Center for Anti-Violence Education 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

Center for Law & Social Justice at Medgar Evers College 

Center for Popular Democracy 

ChangeLab 

Churches United for Fair Housing 

Citizen Action of New York 

Clergy Campaign for Social & Economic Justice 

Coalition for Educational Justice 

Color Of Change 

Community Development Project at the Urban Justice Center 

Community Service Society 

Community Voices Heard 

Congregation Beth Elohim’s Dismantling Racism Team 

Damayan Migrant Workers Association 

Desis Rising Up and Moving 

Dignity in Schools Campaign 

Drug Policy Alliance 

Enlace 

Equality for Flatbush 

Faith in New York 

FIERCE 

Filipino American Democratic Club of New York 

Girls for Gender Equity 

Global Action Project 

Global Justice Initiative 

Harm Reduction Coalition 

Housing Works 

Immigrant Defense Project 

Interfaith Center of New York 

Jewish Voice for Peace-NYC 

Jews for Racial & Economic Justice 

Justice Committee 

Justice League NYC 

JustLeadershipUSA 

Kairos Center for Religions, Rights and Social Justice at Union Theological Seminary 

Katal Center for Health, Equity & Justice 

Lamda Legal 

LatinoJustice PRLDEF 

Legal Action Center 

Legal Aid Society 



 

 

Majlis Ash-Shura (Islamic Leadership Council) of New York 

Make the Road New York 

Malcolm X Grassroots Movement 

Mekong NYC 

Met Council on Housing 

Metropolitan Community Church of New York 

Micah Institute 

Middle Collegiate Church 

Mobilization for Justice 

MomsRising 

Muslim Anti-Racism Collaborative 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

National Association of Social Workers – NYC Chapter 

National Domestic Workers Alliance 

National Economic and Social Rights Initiative 

New Kings Democrats 

New York City Anti-Violence Project 

New York City Democratic Socialists of America 

New York Civil Liberties Union 

New York Communities for Change 

New York Immigration Coalition 

New York Metro Area Postal Union 

Nodutdol for Korean Community Development 

Northwest Bronx Community & Clergy Coalition/Sistas & Brothas United 

People’s Power Assembly 

Picture the Homeless 

Policing and Social Justice Project at Brooklyn College 

Public Science Project 

Queer Detainee Empowerment Project 

Queens Neighborhoods United 

Red Hook Initiative 

Rhiza Collective 

Rockaway Youth Task Force 

Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ), NYC 

South Asian Fund for Education, Scholarship & Training (SAFEST) 

St. Ann’s Corner of Harm Reduction 

Street Vendor Project 

Sylvia Rivera Law Project 

T’ruah: the Rabbinic Call for Human Rights 

Take on Hate 

Transportation Alternatives 

Turning Point for Women and Families 

Urban Youth Collaborative 

VOCAL-NY 

War Resisters League 

We Dream in Black 

Youth Represent 


